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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. A method for sending information over a network 
wherein information is dispersed and stored in a plurality 
of pieces of electronic information equipment connected to 
said network and wherein said information stored in a 
dispersed state is managed by one of said pieces of 
electronic information equipment connected to said network; 

wherein each of said pieces of electronic information 
equipment comprises means for forming a communication 
channel with another piece of electronic information 
equipment instructed by output instructions received thereby 
as an interface to said network; 

and wherein, in the event of inputting said 
information stored in a dispersed state to said one of said 
pieces of electronic information equipment on said network 
as a time-wise continuous piece of information, said 
electronic information equipment managing said information 
stored in a dispersed state gives, based on managing 
information thereof, output instructions to each of said 
pieces of electronic information equipment to output the 
information dispersed and stored in each of said pieces of 
electronic information equipment to an output destination 
electronic information equipment, and upon detection of 
completion of information output from one of said pieces of 
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electronic information equipment, gives output instructions 
to the electronic information equipment storing subsequent 
information to output the information stored therein to said 
output destination electronic information equipment; 

and wherein each of said pieces of electronic 
information equipment storing said information in a 
dispersed state output information to said network with the 
output destination of said information as said output 
destination electronic information equipment, based on said 
output instructions . 

2 . A method for sending information over a network 
according to Claim 1, wherein said electronic information 
equipment for managing information of said dispersed storage 
state is one of the pieces of electronic information 
equipment whereby information is dispersed and stored. 

3. A method for sending information over a network 
according to Claim 1, wherein said electronic information 
equipment for managing information of said dispersed storage 
state is a piece of electronic information equipment other 
than the pieces of electronic information equipment whereby 
information is dispersed and stored. 

4 . A method for sending information over a network 
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according to Claim 1, wherein said information stored in a 
dispersed state is at least one of picture information and 
audio information, and wherein said output destination 
electronic information equipment comprises at least one of 
display output means for said picture information and 
acoustic output means for said audio information. 

5. A method for sending information over a network; 

wherein information is dispersed and stored in a 
plurality of pieces of electronic information equipment 
connected to said network and also the information stored in 
each of said pieces of electronic information equipment 
contains storing equipment information regarding which of 
the pieces of electronic information equipment on the 
network is storing the subsequent information portion; 

and wherein each of said pieces of electronic 
information equipment comprises means for forming a 
communication channel with another piece of electronic 
information equipment instructed by output instructions 
received thereby as an interface to said network; 

and wherein, in the event of inputting said 
information stored in a dispersed state to said one of said 
pieces of electronic information equipment on said network 
as a time-wise continuous piece of information, said 
plurality of pieces of electronic information equipment 
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storing said information in a dispersed state sequentially 
output the information stored in each of said pieces of 
electronic information equipment to the output destination 
electronic information equipment via said network; 

and wherein one of said pieces of electronic 
information equipment on said network monitors information 
flowing on said network, and upon detection of said storing 
equipment information, gives output instructions to the 
electronic information equipment instructed by said storing 
equipment information to output the information stored 
therein to said output destination electronic information 
equipment . 

6 . A method for sending information over a network 
according to Claim 5, wherein said electronic information 
equipment for monitoring information flowing on said network 
is one of the pieces of electronic information equipment 
whereby information is dispersed and stored. 

7 . A method for sending information over a network 
according to Claim 5, wherein said electronic information 
equipment for monitoring information flowing on said network 
is a piece of electronic information equipment other than 
the pieces of electronic information equipment whereby 
information is dispersed and stored, and is a piece of 
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electronic information equipment which has given output 
instructions to a piece of electronic information equipment 
storing information containing the first part of said 
information . 

8 . A method for sending information over a network 
according to Claim 5, wherein said information stored in a 
dispersed state is at least one of picture information and 
audio information, and wherein said output destination 
electronic information equipment comprises at least one of 
display output means for said picture information and 
acoustic output means for said audio information. 

9. A method for sending information over a network; 
wherein a plurality of pieces of electronic 

information equipment are connected to a network, with a 
communication channel being formed via said network between 
two pieces of electronic information equipment of said 
plurality of pieces of electronic information equipment and 
the output information of one piece of electronic 
information equipment of said two pieces of electronic 
information equipment being input to the other piece of 
electronic information equipment, thereby performing 
information processing at said other piece of electronic 
information equipment; 
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and wherein a piece of electronic information 
equipment connected to said network gives instructions to 
said other piece of electronic information equipment of said 
two pieces of electronic information equipment to change the 
output destination of said output information to a piece of 
electronic information equipment other than said other piece 
of electronic information equipment, and also instructs said 
other piece of electronic information equipment to start 
processing information input thereto. 

10. A method for sending information over a network 
according to Claim 9, wherein said piece of electronic 
information equipment which gives said output destination 
changing instructions and information processing starting 
instructions is said one piece of electronic information 
equipment of said two pieces of electronic information 
equipment, which outputs output information. 

11. A method for sending information over a network 
according to Claim 9, wherein said piece of electronic 
information equipment which gives said output destination 
changing instructions and information processing starting 
instructions is a piece of electronic information equipment 
other than said two pieces of electronic information 
equipment . 
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12. A method for sending information over a network 
according to Claim 9, wherein said piece of electronic 
information equipment which gives said output destination 
changing instructions and information processing starting 
instructions is said output destination electronic 
information equipment before said output destination is 
changed. 

13. A method for sending information over a network 
according to Claim 9, wherein said sent information is at 
least one of picture information and audio information; 

and wherein information processing in the output 
destination electronic information equipment before said 
output destination is changed comprises at least one of 
display output processing for said picture information and 
acoustic output processing for said audio information; 

and wherein information processing in output 
destination electronic information equipment after said 
output destination is changed is processing for storing said 
at least one of picture information and audio information in 
a recording medium. 

14. A method for sending information over a network 
according to Claim 13, wherein said piece of electronic 
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information equipment which gives said output destination 
changing instructions and information processing starting 
instructions, gives said output destination changing 
instructions and information processing starting 
instructions based on user instructions via instruction 
input means . 

15. A method for sending information over a network 
according to Claim 9, wherein information signals processing 
in both said pieces of output destination output destination 
electronic information equipment before and after said 
output destination is changed is processing for storing 
information signals in a recording medium; 

and wherein output destination changing instructions 
and information processing starting instructions are given 
in the event that the available capacity of said recording 
medium of said electronic information equipment before said 
output destination is changed becomes insufficient. 

16. A method for sending information over a network 
according to Claim 9, wherein information signals processing 
in both said pieces of output destination output destination 
electronic information equipment before and after said 
output destination is changed is processing for storing 
information signals in a recording medium; 
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and wherein said piece of electronic information 
equipment which gives said output destination changing 
instructions and information processing starting 
instructions is said output destination electronic 
information equipment before said output destination is 
changed, for giving said output destination changing 
instructions and information processing starting 
instructions in the event that the available capacity of 
said output destination electronic information equipment 
before said output destination is changed becomes 
insufficient, and also recording information of the output 
destination output destination electronic information 
equipment after said output destination is changed, in said 
recording medium. 

17. Electronic information equipment, comprising: 
interface means for connecting to a network; 
an information signal storing unit; 
means for 

reading information out of said storing unit 
according to output instructions , 

sending said information out onto said network 
via said interface means, and 

transmitting said information to output 
destination electronic information equipment which is the 
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target of the transaction; and 

means for, in the event that successive information 
has been detected at the point of ending reading of said 
information from said storing unit, giving output 
instructions to electronic information equipment storing 
said successive information to output said successive 
information to said output destination electronic 
information equipment. 

18. Electronic information equipment, comprising: 

interface means for connecting to a network; 

recording means for recording information signals 
transmitted from information output equipment via said 
network in a recording medium; and 

means for, in the event of judging that the available 
capacity of said recording medium is insufficient while 
recording with said recording means, requesting output of 
said information signals to other electronic information 
equipment having functions for recording information signals, 
and also requesting said other electronic information 
equipment to execute recording. 



